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RFD  LETTER, 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


November  4,  i960 
Letter  No.  9^9 


Some  noteworthy  milestones  in  dairy  herd  improvement  -work  this  week,  as  DHIA's 

point  to  doubled  output  per  cow  since  1906  there  is  pumpkin  frost  most  of 

these  nights  as  fall  activities  pick  up  speed  the  annual  convention  of  the 

Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  comes  up  Nov.  25-27  in  Chicago, 
also  the  Nat'l  k-K  Congress,  etc.... our  annual  Outlook  Conference  takes  place  here 
Nov.  14-17. 

POULTRY  PRICES  LIKELY  TO  DROP 

With  larger  supplies  in  the  offing,  poultrymen  are  not  likely  to  have 
as  good  a  year  in  1961  as  during  the  current  year.    Prices  for  eggs,  farm 
chickens,  "broilers,  and  turkeys  have  been  higher  than  in  1959*  but  prices 
are  expected  to  begin  moving  back  during  the  months  ahead,  the  Dep't 
announced  today. 

TESTS  OPEN  WAY  FOR  NEW  WHEAT  OUTLET 

Using  a  process  in  which  wheat  flour  is  treated  with  acid,  Dep't  scientists 
have  developed  a  new  product  that  equals  commercial  sizing  material  for  adding 
strength  to  paper.    Chemists  at  the  Dep't' s  Northern  Utilization  research  lab  in 
Peoria,  HI.,  have  just  reported  success  in  recent  performance  tests  of  the  acid- 
modified  flour.    They  believe  that  introduction  of  the  product  into  the  paper- 
making  industry  would  open  a  large  new  market  for  wheat. 


AFRICAN  TICK  INVASION  CONTINUES 


Two  more  discoveries  of  African  red  ticks  in  this  country  have  just 
been  reported  by  the  Dep't.    Discovered  in  the  U.  S.  for  the  first  time 
last  month  in  an  animal  compound  called  Africa  U.S.A.  at  Boca  Raton,  Fla., 
the  potentially  dangerous  pests  were  found  this  week  on  newly  imported 
zebras  in  two  other  locations .. .a  private  zoo  near  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  at  a 
game  farm  near  Hudson,  N.  Y. 


CHURK— A  WAY-OUT  BIRD 


Something  of  an  accident  that  resulted  in  continued  research  in  parthenogenesis 
by  the  Dep't' s  Dr.  Marlow  W.  Olsen  has  just  been  reported  from  Beltsville.  Dr. 
Olsen  calls  the  creature  a  chicken- turkey  hybrid — says  scientific  records  show  it 
hasn't  been  reported  previously.     It  resulted  when  he  attempted  to  stimulate  in- 
fertile turkey  eggs  with  chicken  semen;  no  hybrid  was  expected. . .previous  deliberate 
attempts  to  cross  the  two  fowls  had  failed.     Dr.  Olsen  says  the  hybrids  lack  vigor, 
tend  to  be  malformed,  and  are  sterile.    He  sees  no  commercial  value.    The  poor 
bird's  been  dubbed  "the  churk." 
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ONE-SHOT  SPAYERS  DOWN  HIGH-FLYING  HITCHHIKERS 

A  method  for  automatic  treatment  of  aircraft  interiors  has  been  developed  by  a 
team  of  the  Dep't's  scientists ....  It '  s  expected  to  be  much  more  effective  than  the 
hand-held  "bug  bomb"  that's  been  used  heretofore.    Since  aircraft  pose  a  continuing 
problem  as  a  means  of  introducing  insects  that  are  public  health  hazards  and  also 
spread  destructive  crop  and  livestock  pests,  insecticide  treatment  is  often  required. 
The  new  method  uses  small,  one-shot  aerosol  sprayers ...  the  pilot  presses  a  button  to 
set  the  system  in  operation. .. .passenger  discomfort  due  to  the  spray  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum.    The  system  may  prove  useful  in  all  public  transportation  vehicles .. .not 
just  aircraft .. .and  could  be  used  in  stores,  bakeries,  and  grain-handling  estab- 
lishments.   The  entomologist  on  the  project  was  W.  N.  Sullivan  of  the  Agri.  Research 
Serv.,  one  of  the  USDA  research  men  who  in  19^1  developed  the  original  aerosol  bomb. 

OUT  OF  THE  COOP  INTO  THE  CAN 


The  use  of  poultry  in  canning  and  other  processed  foods  in  Sep. 
totaled  33  million  pounds... a  36  percent  increase  over  Sep.  1959's 
total.    The  Crop  Reporting  Board  has  just  announced  that  167  million 
head  of  poultry  were  inspected  under  the  Poultry  Products  Inspection 
Act  during  Sep.... 10  million  more  than  a  year  ago. 

BRITISH  RESEARCHERS  STUDY  USE  OF  OUR  CROPS 

Grants  totaling  $90^000  have  been  awarded  to  two  British  scientific  insti- 
tutions, the  Dep ' t  has  announced. .. .to  finance  research  aimed  at  opening  new  markets 
for  soybean,  linseed,  and  cottonseed  oils.    The  grants  were  awarded  under  Public 
Law  U80  provisions  for  use  of  foreign  currencies  received  from  the  sale  abroad  of 
surplus  agricultural  commodities.     New  chemical  substances  and  improved  cottonseed 
oil  products  for  table  use  are  goals  of  the  research  to  begin  soon  in  English  labs. 

PROCESSORS-'  CONTRACTS  ARE  BEET  ACREAGE  KEY 

The  Dep'ts  latest  "Sugar  Report"  spells  out  what  the  removal  of 
sugar  beet  acreage  restriction  for  next  year's  crop  means  to  farmers... 
"The  present  processing  capacity  has  been  estimated  to  be  about  10  per- 
cent in  excess  of  i960  crop  production.    Although  some  of  the  unused 
capacity  is  in  areas  where  there  is  little  interest  by  growers  in 
additional  acreage,  the  total  acreage  to  be  planted  in  each  factory 
district  depends  primarily  on  decisions  to  be  made  by  the  processors... 
the  processor  contracts  for  acreage  and  must  temper  his  contracting  to 
a  degree  to  allow  for .. .unusually  high  yields .. .marketing  problems  also 
may  restrain. . .acreage  goals.... On  the  whole,  however,  it  seems  likely 
that  operations  will  be  undertaken  at  near  capacity  levels...."  Beat 
sugar  production  has  been  climbing  in  the  U.S.... may  reach  2.h  million 
tons  this  year,  a  new  record  and  20  percent  more  than  any  crop  prior 
to  1957- 

FUNGUS  SOUNDS  TAPS  FOR  NEMATODES 

A  newly  discovered  species  of  fungus  is  being  tested  for  possible  use  for  bio- 
logical control  of  nematodes.     Found  in  Louisiana  sugarcane  soils,  the  fungus  has 
killed  nine  species  of  nematodes  in  the  laboratory.    Agri.  Research  Serv.  is  co- 
operating with  La.  researchers  at  the  Baton  Rouge  station  in  the  tests.     It  kills 
by  penetrating  the  skin  and  growing  within  the  bodies  of  the  destructive,  almost 
microscopic  worms . 
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WHAT  'S  WHAT  WITH  FARM  MACHINES 

You're  aware  that  farm  machines  have  had  a  big  role  in  the  revolutionary- 
changes  on  U.S.  farms  in  recent  years.    You  undoubtedly  know  that  machines  represent 
10  percent  of  the  value  of  physical  assets  on  farms,  compared  with  6  percent  of  a 
much  smaller  total  value  back  in  19^-0.    But  did  you  know  that  most  machines  are  use* 
less  now  than  they  were  10  to  15  years  ago?    The  Dep't  has  just  reported  on  a  sur- 
vey that  shows  the  average  grain  combine  harvests  about  120  acres  per  year... but 
gleaned  250  acres  in  19Ul....and  on  similar  decreases  for  other  equipment.  You'll 
find  details  on  this  and  other  facets  of  the  machine  scene  in  a  new  USDA  bulletin, 
"Farm  Machinery:  Use,  Depreciation,  and  Replacement."    Drop  us  a  note  for  your  copy 

FOREIGN  TRADE  A  TOP  OUTLOOK  TOPIC 


This  country's  foreign  trade,  which  this  year  will  market  one-sixth 
of  U.S.  crops,  will  be  a  principal  topic  at  the  38th  annual  Nat'l  Agri. 
Outlook  Conference  here  Nov.  1^-17.    Men  from  the  Int'l  Monetary  Fund, 
Int'l  Cooperation  Adm. ,  Chase  Manhattan  Bank,  and  USDA  will  go  into  de- 
tailed aspects  of  foreign  trade  during  sessions  with  Extension  specialists. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

We've  invited  the  Radio  and  Television  News  Directors  to  make  a  quick  visit  to 
Beltsville  next  Sept.  during  their  convention  here.     If  you'd  recommend  that  your 

news  director  get  a  glimpse  of  the  Agri.  Research  Center,  tell  him  The  U.  of 

Calif,  and  NBC  are  cooperating  in  an  every  Sat.  telecast  titled  "Existence."  It 
tells  the  story  of  agriculture's  place  in  the  lives  of  all  people.    KCRA,  Los 
Angeles  is  carrying  the  program  now. ..it's  due  to  expand  some  to  northern  Cal 

stations.    Dean  Emeritus  Knowles  A.  Ryerson  is  narrator-interviewer-commentator  

Farm  bdcstrs  have  many  modes  of  transportation- -from  sedan  chair  to  subway.  Boats 
are  not  new  to  the  boys,  but  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville)  is  one  of  two  we  know 
who  travel  cross  country  in  one.    He  and  Evelyn  recently  purchased  a  twin-engined 
craft  in  Chicago  and  drove  it  all  the  way  home.    Some  time  back,  George  German 

(WNAX,  Yankton)  took  a  Missouri  River  boat  and  recorder  across  South  Dakota  

Dutch  Woodward  (KMMJ,  Grand  Island,  Neb. )  is  looking  forward  to  the  NATRFD  conclave 
Nov.  25-27  in  Chicago.    You'll  be  able  to  recognize  him  by  the  smile... he  writes 
"Things  are  rolling  along  great  style  out  this  way. . .harvesting  one  of  the  biggest 

corn,  milo  and  sugar  beet  crops  ever."  Down  Baton  Rouge  way  today,  George 

Shannon  (WWL,  New  Orleans)  is  presiding  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the  La.  Commercial 

Agriculturists'  Ass'n  Cotton  John  Smith  (KGNC,  Amarillo)  is  another  farm 

bdcstr  with  the  problem  of  reporting  on  his  own  activities. . .he  was  principal 
speaker  last  month  during  the  annual  tour  of  the  Tucumcari  (N.M. )  Irrigation  Project 

ERicKsoN,  Mcdonald,  et  al,  home  now 

NATRFD  prexy  Wally  Erickson,  (KFRE,  Fresno)  John  McDonald,  (WSM, 
Nashville)  and  our  own  Jack  Towers  get  heme  last  evening  frcn  their 
trade  trip  to  South  America  with  Sec'y  Benson.    They  brought  quantities 
of  recorded  interviews  back  from  Brazil,  Uruguay,  Argentina,  Chile  and 
Peru,  meanwhile  tapes  began  arriving  here,  in  Nashville  and  Fresno  by 
mail.    All  who  have  asked  this  office  for  dubs  of  these  tapes  should 

receive  them  shortly.    Indications  are  it  was  a  great  trip  Wally 

interviewed  Sec'y  Benson  enroute  home... taped  a  review  of  his  8  years 
with  USDA... and  views  on  the  future  of  American  agriculture.    Ee  can 
provide  you  with  a  dub  of  that  one  if  you  send  a  blank  tape  with  your 
request  to  Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  Calif. 
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RECORD- KEEPERS  MOVE  TO  NEW  RECORD 

How  successful  has  dairy  record  keeping  proven7    Well,  this  week  the  Dairy  Herd 
Improvement  Program  announced  tabulations  of  production  figures  for  the  1,607,538 
cows  on  DHIA  test  last  year.    Average  production  per  cow  was  10,327  pounds  of  milk 
and  Uoi  pounds  of  butterfat.    Each  total  represented  a  bit  of  an  increase  over  1958, 
and  each  of  the  preceding  years ....  going  back  to  1906  when  DHIA  work  began.  The 
first  239  cows  on  test  averaged  just  5>3CO  pounds  of  milk,  and  215  pounds  of  butter- 
fat.    Here's  how  DHIA  officials  sum  up  results. . . "What  DHIA  members  do  any  dairyman 
can  do.    Any  dairyman  can  improve  his  herd  regardless  of  its  size  or  level  of  pro- 
duction if  he  keeps  records  on  his  cows  and  herd  and  if  he  uses  those  records  to 
improve  the  dairy  herd."    Their  message  seems  to  be  getting  across... the  number  of 
cows  on  DHIA  programs  has  grown  as  much  during  the  past  10  years  as  during  its  first 
kk  years.    Average  production  per  cow  climbed  around  10  percent  during  the  past 
decade,  too. 

COAST  TO  COAST  BROADCASTS 

Agriculture  USA  (13|"  min.  on  tape  from  here)  will  review  highlights  of  the 

just  completed  South  American  trade  development  tour. 
The  American  Farmer  will  visit  W.  N.  Sullivan,  the  entomologist  who  developed 

the  aerosol  bomb  at  USDA  back  in  l^kl.    ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m. 

(EOT)  Sat. 

Today  On  The  Farm--^BC-TV ' s  coast-to-coast  farm  program.    7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -On  Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Nat'l  Farm  8:  Home  Service—On  NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor.    Nov.  12:  Chuck 
Muller  (KOA,  Denver)  with  "Survival  Food  Plants;"  Cecil  Herrell,  N.M. 
State  U. ,  "Three  Ways  to  Success,  Each  One  z.  Winner;"    Conway  Robinson 
(WBAL,  Baltimore)  with  "Harvest  of  Wild  Rice;"  plus  two  from  USDA. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 

To  meet  your  programming  needs... just  send  along  a  blank  tape  for  dubs  of: 

1Q110--From  Beltsville-- Dried  Honey  Brightens  Beekeepers'  Prospects... 

Vince  Marc ley  of  ARS  with  a  beeper  (no  pun)  phone  report  on 

newly  developed  dried  honey.    TIME:  1:30 
2Q110- -Secretary  Benson  Reports  From  Brazil. .. Jack  Towers  of  our  Radio 

8a  TV  Service,  interviews  the  Sec'y  right  after  his  talks  with 

officials  on  trade  development  between  the  U.S.  and  Brazil. 

TIME:  2:50 

3Q110--The  Churk,  A  Turkey- Chicken  Hybrid. . .Layne  Beaty  reports  on 

development  at  Beltsville  of  crosses  between  animals  of  varied 
genetic  structure.    A  result  of  basic  research  studies  in 
fertility,  the  "churk"  isn't  here  to  stay.    TIME:  2:1^+ 

1+Q110--Good  Prices  And  More  Acreage  Ahead  For  Soybeans ...  George  Kromer 
of  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  talks  with  Layne  Beaty  on  the 
soybean  outlook,  and  reports  it's  bright.    TIME:  3:57 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  f 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


November  10,  i960 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  950 


Friend  of  a  friend  of  ours  won  an  ice  cream  eating  contest  some  years  back.... 
licked,  lapped  and  crunched  through  17  double-dip  cones  in  a  few  minutes.    His  prize 
was  a  gallon  of  ice  cream.    He  dug  into  it  on  the  spot  and  no  one  backed  away  when 
he  offered  to  share,  even  after  he  actually  bragged  that  it  had  been  made  with  an 
extra  dollop  of  "real  rich  cream."    We  figure  a  big-ice-cream-man  like  that  would 
have  taken  on  over  a  thousand  pounds  annually  of  what  economists  call  "milk  and  milk 
products  on  a  milk  equivalent  fats  solids  basis"  but  he's  behind  the  times,  as  we'll 
explain  on  page  2 . . . 

EAT  HEARTY,  THERE'LL  BE  MORE... 

The  Dep't  issued  its  annual  1961  outlook  report  on  the  Nat'l  Food 
Situation  today.    As  far  as  the  consumer  is  concerned,  about  everything 
seems  likely  to  be  in  good  supply.    Meat  supplies  the  rest  of  this  year 
will  be  somewhat  lower  than  last,  but  about  the  same  as  in  1957-58*  The 
output  of  pork  is  down  so  far  that  it  offsets  gains  for  beef,  veal,  and 
lamb  and  mutton.    But  cattle  slaughter  is  expected  to  be  heavier  all 
through  1961  than  in  this  year,  most  of  the  gain  to  come  from  increased 
slaughter  of  cows  and  other  grass  cattle.    Pork  supplies  will  be  at  lower 
levels  until  mid-year  when  an  upturn  is  in  prospect.    Neither  broiler 
nor  turkey  prices  are  likely  to  repeat  the  sharp  rises  of  Dec .  1959; 
during  the  month. . .and  the  year. . .ahead. 

SMOKEY  SAYS  "THANKS" 

A  Golden  Smokey  statuette ... like  that  awarded  last  year  to  radio  and  tv  bdcstrs 
...was  awarded  today  to  the  newspapers  of  America  at  a  Nat'l  Editorial  Ass'n  assembly 
in  Minneapolis.    Clint  Davis,  Forest  Serv.  info.  dir.  and  spokesman  for  Smokey  Bear, 
expressed  thanks  for  help  in  saving  more  than  $10  billion  worth  of  forest  resources 
through  the  forest  fire  prevention  program. 

RECORD  CROP  IS  ASSURED 

The  November  Crop  Report  is  just  out... the  Crop  Reporting  Board 
has  announced  good  October  weather  brought  better  yields  than  expected 
for  several  crops,  and  the  all-crop  production  index  is  at  a  record 
122  percent... h  percent  higher  than  ever.    Corn  production  will  reach 
a  record  ^,379  million  bushels ....  Sorghum  grain  harvest  will  smash  the 
1958  high  with  a  yield  of  6l8  million  bu. . .which  is  2  1/3  times  average. 
New  highs  in  yield-per-acre  are  to  be  established  for  corn,  sorghum 
grains,  peanuts,  tobacco,  dry  beans,  and  rice.    Pasture  condition,  how- 
ever, is  not  so  good  as  the  lush  conditions  of  a  year  ago.    We'll  have 
5  percent  more  fall  vegetables  than  last  year,  but  a  little  less  fruit. 
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JACK  SPRAT  EDGES  AWAY  FROM  FAT 

After  declining  for  two  years ,  total  production  of  milk  has  turned  upward  this 
year,  and  will  continue  to  increase  in  1961,  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  has 
predicted  in  its  Dairy  Situation  outlook  report.    But  the  increase  will  not  keep 
pace  with  population  growth.    It  didn't  this  year... milk  production  fell  below  700 
pounds  per  person  for  the  first  time  of  record... as  the  20- year  trend  toward  lower 
consumption  per  person  continued.    Dairymen  will  continue  to  get  "better  prices  for 
milk  than  they  did  a  year  ago... at  least  through  March,  1961... price  support  legis- 
lation ends  March  31.    Behind  the  decline  in  consumption  levels  for  milk  and  milk 
products  are  these  three  factors:  l)  lower  prices  for  competing  vegetable  fat 
products;  2)  dieting  by  weight- conscious  people,  and  3)  people  who  now  limit  the 
fat  they  eat  and  drink  in  the  belief  that  it  is  harmful  to  health.    At  any  rate, 
consumption  in  the  late  1930' s  was  802  pounds  per  person. . .year  by  year  the  total 
has  grown  smaller .. .and  will  be  just  670  pounds  in  i960. 

FARM  GOODS,  LOAN  ARRANGED  FOR  CHILE 

The  Dep't  has  announced  an  agreement  with  Chile  providing  for  the 
sale  of  $28.9  million  worth  of  U.  S.  farm  goods.    Trading  under  Title  I 
of  Public  Law  480,  the  U.  S.  will  take  payment  in  Chilean  currency,  and 
then  loan  much  of  the  sales  proceeds  to  Chile  to  aid  in  earthquake  recon- 
struction projects.     It's  a  Food-f or-Peace  program  transaction.  Com- 
modities involved  in  the  agreement  are  wheat,  cotton,  feed  grains,  vege- 
table oil,  and  tobacco.    We'll  handle  ocean  transportation  arrangements. 

CAUL  FOR  MORE  SHEEP  BREEDING  RESEARCH 

Members  of  the  Dep't 's  Sheep  and  Wool  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee 
have  advised  expansion  of  sheep  breeding  research,  following  their  annual  meeting 
here.    They  see  a  need  for  animals  with  improved  ability  to  produce  both  wool  and 
meat  that  will  satisfy  consumer  needs... also  for  animals  adapted  to  life  in  hot, 
humid  weather, and  with  resistance  to  parasitism,  and  special  diseases.  The 
committee's  detailed  recommendations  will  soon  be  submitted  to  the  Dep't. 

HAVE  MIKES,  WILL  TRAVEL  FAR  ON  TRADE  TRIP 

Bob  Miller  (WLW,  Cincinnati)  and  Calvin  Pigg  (WBAP,  Fort  Worth) 
spent  a  day  with  us  on  Wednesday  before  taking  off  very  early  Thursday 
a.m.  with  Sec'y  Benson  on  his  3-"week  trade  development  trip  to  the  Orient 

 They'll  return  on  Nov.  26  after  visiting  Hawaii  (twice),  Japan, 

Formosa,  the  Philippines,  Australia  and  New  Zealand  They'll  bring 

back  tape  recordings  to  share  with  you,  so  send  in  your  blanks  if  you 

want  them  Besides  members  of  the  Sec'y's  family  and  Dep't 

officials,  the  party  includes  three  members  of  the  agri.  press:  Dick 
Albrecht,  Wallace's  Farmer;  Tom  Anderson,  Farm  &  Ranch;  and  Darwin 
Olofson,  Omaha  World- He raid. 

PALE  OIL  HAS  BRIGHT  PROSPECTS 

About  25  percent  of  the  cottonseed  oil  produced  in  the  U.  S.  sells  for  low 
prices  because  bleaching  methods  in  use  fail  to  remove  enough  color.     Now,  scien- 
tists doing  utilization  research  in  USDA's  Agri.  Research  Serv.  have  developed  a 
new  refining  method  that  is  k  to  18  times  more  efficient.     They're  planning  pilot 
plant  tests... hope  to  lower  production  costs. 
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PLENTY  OF  FEED. . .AND  SOME  TO  SFAKE 

There's  plenty  of  feed  grain  on  hand. .. stocks  have  reached  a  new  high  again  for 
the  seventh  straight  year... the  Dep't 's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  has  just  an- 
nounced this... and  made  its  forecasts  for  the  year  ahead.    Carryover  stocks  have 
grown  steadily .. .and  though  we've  been  using  and  exporting  more  feed  grains .. .pro- 
duction has  risen  more  sharply.    With  this  year's  production  expected  to  he  165 
million  tons... just  1  percent  below  last  year's  record  yield. . .we 're  moving  into  a 
winter  when  there  will  be  fewer  hogs  and  poultry  on  feed  than  a  year  ago.  This 
factor .. .combined  with  the  lower  support  level  for  corn,  is  expected  to  result  in 
feed  grain  prices  remaining  below  the  levels  of  the  1959-60  feeding  year.    The  near 
record  harvest  resulted  despite  drouth  in  some  areas  of  the  South,  West,  and  North 
Central  States . 

LATE  RAINS  AND  BUGS  SHAVE  COTTON  YIELDS 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  here  has  reduced  its  estimate  of  the  i960 
cotton  crop  by  2  percent .. .now  expect  lU.3  million  bales.... and  average 
yield  per  acre  of  kk2  pounds,  which  is  97  pounds  above  the  10-year  average. 
The  pace  of  the  harvest  has  been  a  good  deal  slower  than  it  was  a  year  ago 
when  more  than  1^.5  million  bales  were  ginned. .. .October  rains  are  to 
blame,  and  with  late  season  insect  damage  have  cut  the  i960  crop  estimate 
down  255^000  bales  from  a  month  ago. 

ON  TO  MRS.  0 ' LEAKY 'S  COW  TOWN 

Time  is  running  out  now  for  pre-registration  at  the  NATRFD  convention,  and  for 
hotel  reservations  in  Chicago.    The  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Di- 
rectors i960  convention  opens  Friday,  Nov.  25  with  an  a.m.  business  session  and 
continues  morning,  afternoon  and  evening  through  Sunday,  Nov.  27-    All  sessions  will 
be  held  at  the  Hotel  Conrad  Hilton  except  for  a  couple  of  meals  and  entertainment 
features  outside.    Vice-pres.  George  Roesner  (KPRC,  Houston)  has  the  convention 
program  buttoned  down.    Sec'y  Treas.  Carl  Meyerdirk  (KV"00,  Tulsa)  reports  over  200 
already  have  paid  i960  dues  and  pre-registered  for  the  convention.    He  said  hotel 
reservation  cards  have  been  mailed  out  to  almost  all  members,  but  if  you  haven't 
received  a  card  by  now,  you'd  better  write  direct  to  the  hotel  for  accommodations. 
Be  sure  to  mention  that  you'll  be  attending  the  NATRFD  convention,  to  insure  getting 

a  room.    There  are,  of  course,  other  hotels  Carl  says  he'll  be  in  Chicago  at 

the  Conrad  Hilton  beginning  Monday,  Nov.  21,  to  tie  up  loose  ends  and  can  be  con- 
tacted there  if  you  need  help  Farm  out  the  chores  and  button  up  your  overcoats, 

boys,  and  we'll  see  you  there.    Jules  Renaud,  our  top  TV  producer,  and  I  will  rep- 
resent the  Radio  and  TV  Service.    USDA  Info.  Dir.  R.  Lyle  Webster  and  Ass't  Dir. 
Harold  Lewis  will  be  there,  too. 

EXPORT  PROGRAMS  FOR  OATS  TO  BE  RESUI4ED 

Oats  have  moved  into  larger  supplies  as  a  result  of  this  year's 
harvest,  and  the  Dep't  will  resume  several  export  programs  for  this  feed 
grain,  after  having  discontinued  them  early  this  year.    Stocks  are  up 
slightly ... .The  Dep't  has  uncommitted  stocks  of  about  11.2  million  bu. 
and  incidentally. . .use  of  oats  in  breakfast  foods  is  holding  steady  at 
k2  million  bu.  for  the  second  year .. .snaps,  crackles  and  pops  resound 
over  the  land,  or,  do  oats  do  that? 
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SOUNDS  LIKE  AN  INTERESTING  JOB 


Quite  often  farm  magazines  do  feature  stories  on  farm  bdcstrs  and  the  services 
they  render.  The  Prairie  Farmer,  published  in  Chicago,  carries  in  its  Nov.  5  issue 
a  very  fine  profile  of  Wayne  Rothgeb,  WKJG,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.     It  is  one  cf  a  series 

of  articles  dealing  with  future  professions,  etc.,  for  young  men  Purdue  grad 

Wayne  (don't  know  whether  he  was  named  after  the  town  or  vice  versa)  was  in  love 
with  radio  as  a  lad,  built  his  own  crystal  receivers  and  often  visited  local  radio 
stations.    He  studied  gen'l  agri.  but  took  some  journalism  and  radio.    After  grad- 
uation in  19^8  >  he  worked  as  ass't  ext.  agent  in  a  county  for  a  while,  hitch-hiked 
over  Europe  for  six  months,  then  worked  in  Purdue's  agri.  info.  dep't>then  returned 

to  county  work  until  starting  on  WKJG  in  1952   Besides  trips  to  Russia  in  '58 

and  '59 >  some  of  his  projects  include  a  survey  on  farm  political  viewpoints,  a 
special  farm  tour  for  barbers,  farm  safety  campaigns,  an  annual  project  giving  city 
kids  a  chance  to  view  farm  life,  and  work  with  Int'l  Farm  Youth  Exchangees,  fairs 
and  farm-field  days.    In  addition  to  his  15-min.  TV  show  at  noon,  Wayne  has  three 
or  four  short  takes  on  radio  in  the  early  morning,  five  days  a  week.     "There's  no 
doubt  TV  makes  the  best  medium  for  demonstrations --how  better  could  I  show  a  butter- 
fly emerging  from  its  cocoon?"  he  says. 


BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 


Concerned  because  meat  prices  are  rising  sharply  in  Japan,  the  gov't 
there  will  buy  $3«^  million  worth  of  meats  from  abroad  in  the  immediate 
future.    The  U.S.  seems  likely  to  get  orders  for  a  sizeable  order  of  fat 
back,  but  pork  and  beef  will  be  the  big  import  items. .. .We '11  be  bidding 
against  Taiwan  to  sell  the  pork.    Australia  and  New  Zealand  will  get  the 
orders  for  beef,  according  to  our  For.  Agri.  Serv. 


COAST -TO- COAST  BROADCASTS 


Agriculture  USA  (13?  min.  on  tape  from  here)  provides  a  Farm-City  Week  feature; 

Edith  Swing  talks  with  two  USDA  agency  heads,  O.V.  Wells  of  AMS,  and  Dr. 

Byron  T.  Shaw  of  ARS. 
The  American  Farmer  will  feature  the  Farm  Outlook  for  1961.    ABC  radio  network; 

11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News — on  Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Today  On  the  Farm- -NBC -TV ' s  coast-to-coast  farm  program,  7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service  on  NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor:     Nov.  19-20,  Conway 

Robinson  (WBAL,  Baltimore),  "Harvesting  Wild  Rice  (not  oats)";  Herb  Plambeck 
(WHO,  Des  Moines),  "Farm  Interphone";  David  Stone  (KSTP,  St.  Paul),  (to  be 
announced) . . . 


CHANNEL  CHATTER 


Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail:    It's  Cranberry  Time,  a  20- sec. 
carton  film  spot  plugging  cranberries;  Protecting  Stored  Grain,  a  package 
with  6  pix  that  tells  about  the  use  of  malathion  in  combating  stored  grain 
pests,  and  Don't  Bring  Your  Enemy  Home,  a  U:15  SOF  story  of  the  thorough- 
ness with  which  USDA  plant  quarantine  inspectors  work  to  guard  against 
imports  of  pests. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


U.S.  D'-FT.  tF  *GP* 

LIBRARY 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster 


November  18,  i960 
Letter  No.  951 


Just  as  we  were  about  to  thank  our  lucky  star  for  a  week  of  Indian  Summer  when 
the  cryptic  note  on  the  calendar  said  "wear  red  flannels" ,  we  noted  the  weatherman 
is  crediting  this  happenstance  to  the  jet  stream.    We  had  assumed  benefits  of  the 
high  winds  aloft  were  reserved  to  aeronauts ,  jet  jockeys  and  their  ilk,  but  we  will 
share  in  this  mutual  blessing  with  a  light  heart  as  long  as  it  is  to  be  manifested 

in  zephyrs  rather  than  gales  Layne  Beaty,  away  for  some  upper-level  studies 

this  week;  checked  in  by  phone  to  see  how  the  balls  are  bouncing,  suggested  we  re- 
mind you  Farm-City  Week  begins  today.    We,  however,  feel  certain  you  will  be  among 
the  foremost  in  improving  understanding  of  the  mutual  interest  and  benefits  of  farm 
and  city-folk  in  our  Nation's  agriculture.    We  will  appreciate  it  if  you'll  tell  us 
of  special  programs,  etc.,  you  have  arranged  or  participate  in  for  Farm-City  Week. 


ALL  HEADS  TURN  TO  TOMORROW 


The  38th  Annual  Agri.  Outlook  Conference  has  been  with  and  all  about 
us  here  this  week.     Details  are  spelled  out  at  some  length  in  a  series  of 
reports.    Many  of  you  have  requested  these  and  they're  in  the  mail.  To 
get  the  outlook  into  a  nutshell:     Demand  for  food  and  farm  products  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  good  in  1961.    Total  agricultural  production  levels  may 
move  up  slightly.    Price  support  laws  in  effect  for  the  year  indicate  little 
change  in  net  farm  income  in  sight.     Increased  marketings  of  beef  cattle- - 
and  of  poultry  after  mid- year- -hogs  a  bit  later,  will  likely  mean  lower 
prices  ahead  for  these  commodities. 

lk  PERCENT  INCOME  HIKE 

Farmers  repaying  FHA  operating  loans  during  the  i960  fiscal  year  had  gross  in- 
comes 7^  percent  higher  than  when  they  obtained  their  loans,  the  Dep't  announced  to- 
day.   A  survey  of  10,000  borrowers  showed  average  gross  cash  income  of  over  $9>000 
for  the  year.    They  averaged  just  over  $5,000  the  year  they  got  their  loans--about 
six  years  earlier.    These  farmers  had  increased  their  acreage,  and  the  value  of 
their  livestock  and  equipment.    The  average  farmer  had  increased  his*  net  worth 
during  the  past  5  years.    Primary  purpose  of  FHA  operating  loans  is  to  enable  farm- 
ers to  build  up  resources  they  must  have  for  successful  farm  operation. 


CHICK  AMD  POULT  OUTPUT  GOES  UP 


The  Crop  Reporting  Board  has  just  announced  commercial  hatcheries 
production  of  chicks  and  poults  last  month  was  considerably  above  totals 
of  Oct.  1959. • .16  percent  more  chicks... 20  percent  more  heavy  white  breed 
poults,  and  about  two  and  one-half  times  more  bronze  poults. 
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HENRY  SCHACHT  TO  CAL.  EXT.  POST 

Henry  Schacht  (KGO,  San  Francisco),  after  a  19-year  absence  from  the  U.  of  Cal's 
agri.  ext.  staff,  will  return  to  the  Berkeley  campus  on  Jan.  1.     His  new  job... Dir. 
of  Info,  for  all  of  the  university's  agri.  activities.    Henry's  first  radio  work  was 
in  1935  while  a  student  there... he  stayed  on  after  graduation  the  following  year, 
and  became  press  and  radio  dir.  of  the  Collage  of  Agri.     He  went  to  the  Office  of 
War  Information  in  19U2.    Since  World  War  II,  Henry  has  built  an  enviable  reputation 
throughout  the  West  as  a  farm  broadcaster  and  writer,  first  as  dir.  of  agri.  for 
KNBC.  San  Francisco,  and  since  1959  for  KGO.     He's  contributed  scientific  and  agri. 
articles  to  nat'l  magazines. . .is  currently  doing  two  agri.  columns  a  week  for  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

IFYE'S  DELAYED  BY  STORM 

The  Ul-Int'l  Farm  Youth  Exchangees  who  were  scheduled  to  return  to 
the  U.S.  Wednesday  from  visits  of  four  to  six  months  duration  in  Northern 
European  countries  have  been  delayed.    Ted  Eutchcroft  at  the  Nat'l  k-E 
Foundation  informs  us  that  a  storm  in  the  Atlantic  has  delayed  their 
crossing  aboard  the  lines  Maasdam.    Best  bet  now  looks  like  they  will 
arrive  in  New  York  tomorrow. . .be  home  Thanksgiving  Day,  after  a  very 
brief  stop  here. 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

There  are  big  things  underway  in  development  of  water  storage  facilities  and 
irrigated  farmlands  in  Canada.    The  Agriculture  Minister  at  Ottawa  this  week  called 
for  bids  on  excavation  of  26  million  cubic  yards   of  material. .. just  one  of  the 
items  involved  in  a  South  Saskatchewan  River  Dam  contract. .. its  part  of  the  work  in 

building  an  earth  dam  which  will  rise  210  feet  above  the  river  bed  Remember 

that  story  about  the  Indian  botanist  who  claimed  soft  music  increased  crop  yields? 
Word  comes  now  from  New  Delhi --through  pages  of  the  Christian  Science  Moni tor- -that 
Prof.  T.C.N.  Singh  has  been  invited  to  come  there  and  demonstrate  his  methods  at  the 
capital's  Agri.  Research  Institute.    Two  years  of  "musical  dosing"  experiments  are 
planned  at  Delhi.     Furthermore ... we  learn. . .Prof .  Singh  didn't  just  pull  this  idea 
out  of  the  air,  he  gleaned  it  from  reading  Hindu  epics  and  historical  records.  And 
he's  found  the  most  effective  tunes  for  plant  stimulation  to  be  Indian  classical 
ones  played  on  the  flute  and  violin.     Dances  work  too... Indian  classical  dances. 
So  far  as  we  can  determine,  plants  haven't  been  subjected  to  rock  and  roll.  Secret 
of  the  technique,  Prof.  Singh  explains,  is  that  sound  waves  bombard  plants'  cell 
walls. . .agitate    the  sensitive  protoplasm  and  nucleus  within  the  cells;  they  react 
by  growing  faster. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN,  PLUS  AN  INT 'L  NOTE 

Interested  in  programming  more  farm  news  and  feature  segments  on  your 
station?    Russell  Pierson  and  Nelson  Robinson  of  the  farm  dep't  at  WKY, 
Oklahoma  City  did  Details  of  their  method  are  on  page  k,  and  it  has  upped 
their  early  a.m.  time  on  both  radio  (now  5*. 30  to  7  a.m.,  Mon-Sat)  and  tv 

(6:30-6:^0  and  6:^5-7  a.m.,  Mon-Fri)  George  Haefner  (WHAM,  Rochester, 

N.Y.)  told  us  recently  that  WHAM  is  now  airing  farm  programs  7  days  a  week; 
Country  Fare,  Mon-Sat,  5:30-6:30  a.m.;  Open  Line,  Mon-Fri,  12:15-1  p.m.; 
Sat.  Farm  Review,  Sat.  12:30-1  p.m.,  and  Sunday  on  the  Farm  8:30-9  a.m. 

Sun,  after  Agri.  USA  3:15-8:30  Recently  we  offered  a  leaflet,  "Turkey 

On  The  Table" .... "Drop  a  card  to  'Turkey,  Agricultural  Radio,  Washington 
25,  D.C. '  "    Folks  at  the  Turkish  Embassy  were  kind  enough  to  forward  a 
request  with  a  shorter  address. 
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FARMERS '  MET  AT  1959  LEVEL 


Agri.  Marketing  Serv.  has  just  announced  res-alts  of  its  latest  quarterly  sur"3;y 
of  the  farm  income  situation.  And  USDA's  economists  say  net  income  this  year  is  ex- 
pected to  be  about  the  same  as  the  $11.3  billion  of  1959-    Prospects  for  1961? 

:  Right  now  they  foresee  little  change  from  the  past  two  years  experience  in  cash  re- 
ceipts, costs,  and  net  farm  incomes.    Under  present  law,  minimum  price  supports  for 

;  1961  crops  will  be  about  the  same  as  in  i960  Some  changes  in  the  overall  pic- 
ture through  the  first  three-quarters  of  I960:     Cattle  prices  have  declined  under 
the  impact  of  higher  marketings.    Record  farm  crop  output  has  offset  a  2  percent 
overall  price  drop  for  farm  commodities.    Prices  paid  for  production  items,,  interest, 

I  taxes,  and  wage  rates  Jan.  through  Sep.  i960  was  only  0.5  percent  above  a  year  ear- 

•lier.    Items  that  have  increased  in  price;  farm  machinery. . .up  3  percent  from  1959; 

1  interest  on  real  estate  debt  ...up  9  percent;  real  estate  taxes... up  7  percent;  wage 
rates... up  3  to  k  percent. 

KEEP  LOOKING- -YOU'LL  SEE  PIE  IN  THE  SKY,  YET 

Air  shipments  of  farm  goods  and  foods  this  year  have  climbed  19  per- 
cent over  1959 ' s  volume.    Economists  specializing  in  transportation  here 
at  the  Eep't  have  just  reviewed  growth... and  crystal -balled  growth  prospects 
of  airfreight  and  its  meaning  for  both  farmers  and  consumers.    Since  World 
War  II,  airfreight  has  grown  nine  times  faster  than  passenger  traffic... 
about  10  percent  of  all  airfreight  is  agricultural  commodities.  While 
insignificant  compared  with  farm  goods  moved  by  rail,  truck,  and  water, 
airfreight  provides  a  vital  service  for  cut  flowers,  fancy  quality  fruits 
and  vegetables,  and  a  few  perishable  foods.    Airfreight  has  been  sort  of 
an  airlines  sideline. . .the  first  planes  designed  solely  for  cargo  service 
will  be  delivered  next  year.    Growth  prospects  are  extremely  good,  and 
cargo  ton-miles  may  exceed  air  passenger  ton-miles  10  years  hence.  Better 
ground  handling  methods  and  lower  total  costs  are  two  things  that  need  to 
be  achieved  if  airlines  are  to  capture  a  big  increase  in  total  shipments 
of  farm  goods. 

FOR  THE  BASIC  FREEDOM- -II 


....More  background  on  problems  to  be  met  by  the  Freedom  from  Hunger  Campaign: 
Technical  boosts  to  farm  production  are  not  so  easy  to  achieve  as  many  people  be- 
lieve.   It's  not  just  a  matter  of  handing  an  illiterate  peasant  a  steel  plow,  good 
seed,  a  sack  of  fertilizer. .. a  can  of  insecticide.    As  B.R.  Sen,  dir. -gen.  of  the 
Food  and  Agri.  Org.  of  the  U.N.  explains. .. "certain  economic  and  institutional  con- 
ditions have  to  be  established" .. .before  improvements  of  science  and  technology  can 
be  widely  applied.    Changes  that  are  generally  "musts"  include  those  that  will  pro- 
vide good  systems  of  land  tenure,  adequate  and  stable  prices  for  farm  goods,  farm 
credit  and  marketing  facilities. . .and  a  general  expanding  economy  with  the  right 
balance  between  each  country's  various  economic  sectors.    Generally  needed,  and  a 
"first"  requirement  for  continued  success  of  the  campaign,  are  advances  in  education 
and  health.    People  must  both  understand  the  new  methods  and  have  the  strength  and 
energy  to  apply  them.    Just  kOO  million  of  the  world's  people  have  relatively  high 
standards  of  living.    The  problem  of  hunger  and  malnutrition  that  daily  faces  2.h 
billion  other  people  is  one  that  must  be  attacked  on  several  levels. 


I 
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WKY  SIGNALS  A  CLAIM  TO  MARKET  REPORTING  "FIRST" 

Direct ,  statewide  reports  from  17  livestock  auction  markets  are  now  a  special 
feature  of  the  market  reports  Russell  Pierson  and  Nelson  Robinson  (WKY,  Oklahoma 
City)  provide  via  radio  and  tv  each  weekday  a.m.    The  service  is  a  nat'l  "first/' 
they  believe,  and  setting-up  undoubtedly  took  a  bit  of  doing.    Over  2  million  head 
of  livestock  move  through  Okla.  auction  markets  each  year... "We  felt  that  this  ser- 
vice needed  to  be  added  to  help  us  to  do  a  more  complete  job/'  Russell  says.  Sale 
managers  phone  in  the  story  from  ringsides  the  afternoon  of  the  sale.., their  taped 
reports  are  supplemented  on  the  air  by  comments  of  Russell  and  Nelson,  who  use  three 
each  morning  from  representative  sections  of  the  state. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail:    Selling  Foods  to  Europe,  a  h;2Q 
film  on  American  foods'  display  and  sale  at  London  and  Munich  Trade  Fairs, 
and  Thanksgiving  Turkeys,  a  3-pix  story  about  USDA  inspection  and  grading. 

COAST -TO- COAST  BROADCASTS 

Agriculture  USA  (l3i  min.  on  tape  from  here)  will  feature  a  report  on  agri-business 
by  Wally  Erickson,  pres.  of  NATRFD,  with  our  Jack  Towers  as  m.c. 

The  American  Farmer  will  preview  the  Nat'l  k-E  Club  Congress.    ABC  radio  network; 
11:30  a.m.  (EDT)  Sat. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News --on  Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Today  On  The  Farm- -NBC -TV ' s  coast-to-coast  farm  program,  7-7:30  a.m.  Sat.    A  look 
at  the  Outlook  Conference  here,  with  the  Dep't's  Dr.  Bushrod  W.  Allin  to  tell 
of  prospects  for  1961  on  the  Nov.  19  show. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service  on  NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor:    Nov.  26-27--David  Stone 
(KSTP,  St.  Paul),  "Elk  River  Atomic  Power  Plant";  Paul  Vogel  (WEW,  St.  Louis), 
"Future  of  Auction  and  Feeder  Markets";  Don  Tuttle  (WGY,  Schenectady),  "Nat'l 
Maple  Syrup  Producers,"  and  two  from  here. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 

To  meet  your  programming  needs... send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your  dubs  of: 

1A110 — Farm  Outlook  For  1961 . . ♦ Jack  Towers  talks  with  Dr.  Bushrod  Allin 
of  AMS,  chairman  of  the  Dep't's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board. 
TIMS:  k:00 

2A110- -Livestock  Production  To  Climb  In  '6l. . .Livestock  economist  Earl 
Miller  of  AMS  summarizes  the  livestock  outlook.    TIME:  1:32 

3A110- -Outlook  For  Dairyman. . .Towers  talks  with  dairy  economist  Herb 
Kriesel  of  AMS.    TIME:  l:k2 

UA110--It'll  Be  Another  Good  Farm  Export  Year. . .Towers  gets  this  pre- 
diction from  Ray  Ioanes,  deputy  adm.  of  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.  It 
spotlights  wheat,  feed  grains  and  cotton.    TIME:  3:50 

5A110- -Outlook  For  Cotton... A  statement  by  Frank  Lowenstein,  cotton 
economist  with  AMS.    TIME:  3:2^ 

6A110- -Outlook  For  Tobacco. ♦ .Arthur  Conover,  tobacco  economist  with  AMS, 
gives  this  forecast.    TIME:  2:30 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


L.S.  D5?T.  CF  ASRICUL'OkE  i 

LIBRARY  I 

RFO  LITTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster 


Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

November  25,  i960 
Letter  No.  952 


We'll  have  visited  with  many  of  you  at  the  Nat'l  Ass 'n  of  Television  and  Radio 
Farm  Directors  meeting  in  Chicago  ere  you  read  this... hut  even  there ...  there  won't 
be  time  to  tell... or  to  hear  all.    So,  if  we've  missed  you  in  the  Windy  City,  where 
things  will  he  more  than  rushed,  drop  us  a  note  to  let  us  and  other  bdcstrs  in  on 
news  of  some  moment  in  which  you  and  your  station  are  involved  in  improving  radio 
and  tv  service  to  your  rural  and  city  listeners.    Pardon  us,  however,  if  (as  you'll 
note  on  page  2)  we  seem  a  hit  wary  in  regard  to  future  "firsts"  

MORE  AND  BETTER  STEAKS  IN  YOUR  FUTURE 

Which  direction  will  beef  cattle  development  go  during  the  next  sev- 
eral years?    "A  logical  next  step"  according  to  a  special  report  just  re- 
leased by  Agri.  Research  Serv. ,  should  be  toward  organized  testing  on 
heritability  of  carcass  traits. . .with  more  lean  and  even  tenderer  meat 
as  goals.    Researchers  will  help  by  perfecting  ways  to  measure  carcass 
traits  in  live  animals.    The  report  cites  performance  testing  and  breed- 
ing programs  now  gaining  momentum  as  proven  ways  of  meeting  needs  for 
producing  better  beef  at  less  cost. . .estimates  that  when  performance 
testing  is  used  in  combination  with  other  desirable  traits  in  selecting 
breeding  stock. .. cattlemen  can  expect  these  improvements  in  10  years: 
animals  that  are  5  percent  heavier  than  the  average  at  weaning  time, 'and 
then  go  on  to  fatten  on  6  to  8  percent  less  feed. 

CALL  FOR  NEW  ALFALFA  VARIETIES 

The  Dep't's  Forage,  Feed,  and  Seed  Research  and  Market  Advisory  Committee  in 
its  annual  meeting  here  devoted  considerable  time  to  the  problem  the  alfalfa  weevil 
poses  in  alfalfa  growing  areas.    Best  bet  now,  and  badly  needed  for  control  of  this 
destructive  pest,  the  committeemen  said,  are  varieties  of  alfalfa  resistant  to  its 

attacks.    Also  needed  in  the  future  of  forage,  feed,  and  seed  basic  research... 

with  emphasis  on  studies  of  forage  components  that  affect  animal  growth. 

FLUE- CURED  TOBACCO  QUOTA  SET 

A  nat'l  marketing  quota  of  1,122  million  pounds  for  the  1961  crop 
of  flue-cured  tobacco  has  just  been  announced  here  at  the  Dep't.  The 
quota,  converted  to  acres,  results  in  715,817  acres  available  for  allot- 
ment, a  small... 707  acre. .. increase  over  this  year's  acreage  allotment. 
The  level  of  price  support  will  be  based  on  the  55.5  cents  per  pound 
support  price  of  1959,  adjusted  to  production  cost  changes. 
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CORN,  CORN,  CORN  

World  corn  production  will  probably  be  above  8  billion  bushels  this  year,  an 
all-time  high,  the  Dep't  has  just  announced.    Both  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union 
have  record  crops.    This  country,  with  a  record  h.k  billion  bu.  harvest  practically 
assured,  now  has  unprecedented  corn  supplies --there  were  6.2  billion  bu.  's  in  the 
bins  on  Oct.  1 — and  even  if  exports  remain  at  the  past  season's  high  level  carryover 
stocks  will  be  very  large.    The  big  supply  of  feed  grains  here  is  having  its  effect 
on  feedstuff  markets ..  .corn  prices  have  dropped  to  the  lowest  point  since  19^-2,  last 
week  proved  a  weakening  factor  for  all  feedstuff  prices. 

BUSY  TIME- OF- IT  FOR  OUR  PEST  DETECTIVES 

The  Dep't 's  Plant  Quarantine  Division's  annual  report  shows  the 
danger  of  new  foreign  pests  is  increasing.    Inspectors  stopped  more  than 
30,000  lots  of  plant  pests  during  fiscal  year  1960...an  average  of  one 
every  17  minutes . . .about  5,000  more  than  last  year.    The  insects,  plant 
diseases,  snails,  nematodes,  and  mites  intercepted  included  many  of  the 
world's  most  destructive  pests ... .Increased  use  of  large  jet  planes  and 
the  opening  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  are  events  that  have  complicated 
the  pest  detectives'  future  prospects.    But  the  Division's  jOO  inspectors 
are  said  to  be  getting  more  help  from  other  official  agencies  and  the 
public . 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

The  Council  of  the  Food  and  Agri.  Organization  of  the  U.N.  believes  world  agri. 
production  increased  by  about  2  percent  last  year,  slightly  more  than  the  population 
growth  rate.    But  the  Council  is  concerned  that  progress  in  per  capita  supplies  of 
foodstuffs  has  been  slow  the  past  10  years,  and  world  trade  in  agri.  products  isn't 

yet  meeting  needs  Our  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.  reports  that  our  reconstituted  milk... 

having  been  sampled  by  visitors  to  the  recent  Food  Fairs  in  England  and  West  Germany 

 won  enough  "taste  test"  approval  to  prompt  numerous  inquiries  from  wholesalers 

and  grocers  interested  in  handling  this  product  in  the  two  countries .    The  Food  Fairs 
gave  many  persons  their  first  taste  of  our  new  instant  nonfat  dry  milk  and  overcame 
some  skepticism.    The  ease  of  preparation  and  the  good  taste  of  instant  milk  should 
now  result  in  a  substantial  foreign  market  for  our  dairy  industry,  according  to 
observations  of  USDA's  marketing  specialist. 

WHO'S  ON  "FIRST"? 

No  matter  how  much  we  get  around. . .how  many  facts  we  nose  out... 
well, just  last  week,  we  told  how  the  Pierson-Robinson  team  at  WHY, 
Okla.  City,  had  developed  the  "first"  daily  statewide  auction  market 
reports.    Rex  Messersmith  (WNAX,  Yankton-Sioux  City)  now  hastens  to 
report  WNAX  began  such  a  service  for  S.  Dak.  nine  years  ago  (l  p.m. 
Mon-Sat),  began  a  similar  report  (6:15  p.m.  Mon-Fri)  18  months  ago 
for  nine  auction  markets  in  Neb . ,  and  just  last  week  started  an  Iowa- 
Minn,  report  which  includes  five  auctions  (Mon-Wed-Fri  at  7:55  a.m.) 

 total  livestock  auctions  reported:    27  year-round,  from  both 

pre-and  post-sale  reports,  plus  11  on  a  spot  basis  during  about  nine 
months  of  the  year.     And,  furthermore,  Rex  has  reported  on  the  service 
twice  at  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Lvstk  Market  Owners  Conventions,  a  fact  he 
feels  has  turned  many  auction  owners  to  their  radio  stations  to  get 

reports  out  accurately  and  fast  Now,  if  you've  been  holding  back, 

let  us  know. 
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MARKETING  COSTS  AND  MARGINS  FOR  LIVESTOCK 

Who  got  what?    More  news  on  the  breakdown  of  grocery  costs  has  just  been  assem- 
bled here  at  the  Dep't  in  a  report  on  "Marketing  Costs  and  Margins  for  Livestock  and 
Meats".     It  shows  that  since  1919,  the  farmer's  share  of  the  consumer's  dollar  for 
choice  grade  beef  has  varied  from  39  cents  to  79  cents-     Last  year  it  was  62  cents. 
His  share  for  pork  has  ranged  from  36  to  75  cents,  and  for  1959  was  kQ  cents.  For 
choice  grade  lamb  it  varied  from  kl  to  7^  cents  and  last  year  was  53  cents.  The 
farm-to-retail  margin  has  increased  a  good  deal  since  19^9- •• about  57  percent  for 
choice  grade  beef...^l  percent  for  pork... and       percent  for  choice  grade  lamb. 
This  marketing  study  shows  more  than  this,  however,  as  it  deals  with... a  trend  to- 
ward decentralization,  with  many  retailers  taking  over  the  role  of  meat  packer.  Also, 
it  goes  into  some  details  on  the  smoothing  out  of  seasonal  changes  in  prices  of  meat 
animals,  which  has  resulted  from  the  growing  practice  of  feeding  in  feedlots,  rather 

than  marketing  cattle  and  lambs  off  grass,  and  from  earlier  farrowing  of  pigs  

If  you  want  to  look  more  deeply  into  this,  we  can  provide  a  copy  of  the  report. 

CANNED  BEEF  BUYING  ENDS 

With  the  purchase  this  week  of  6  million  pounds  of  canned  beef  and 
gravy  for  distribution  in  the  Nat'l  School  Lunch  Program,  the  Dep't 
announced  completion  of  this  purchase  program.     Begun  Oct.  13,  the  pur- 
chases have  totaled  over  33  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $2.9  million. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

It  may  be  the  milennium.    After  generations  of  arch-rivalry  between  Fort  Worth 
and  Dallas  and  (on  the  surface,  at  least)  between  farm  broadcasters  in  the  two  cit- 
ies, the  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram  recently  has  been  carrying  display  ads  plugging 
Murray  Cox,  farm  director  of  WFAA,  Dallas,  with  picture  yet.    We  can't  check  Calvin 
Pigg  (WBAP,  Fort  Worth)  on  this  as  he's  in  Australia  now  with  Sec 'y  Benson,  but  it 

couldn't  have  happened  when  Doc  Ruhmann  or  his  predecessor  were  at  WBAP  Barney 

Arnold  (WHAS,  Louisville)  and  his  cohorts  of  radio  and  TV,  along  with  the  lads  at 
the  Courier- Journal  and  Louisville  Times  are  up  to  here... as  we  imagine  it... about 
now  in  entries  for  their  17th  Annual  Soil  Conservation  Essay  Contest.     Over  35,500 
school  childrem  penned  essays  for  the  event  last  year.    A  lot  of  prizes,  and  expense- 
paid  trips  to  the  annual  Farm  Awards  Luncheon  in  Louisville  are  at  stake.  Essay- 
topic  this  year:  "How  Fish  and  Wildlife  Conservation  Benefits  My  Community".  Barney 

and  his  friends  are  bears  for  farm  award  contests,  sponsor  five  per  annum  

Speaking  of  getting  oneself  in  line  for  work,  Max  Kirkland  (he  of  N.J. 's  Ext  Serv. 
info.)  pens  a  note  from  New  Brunswick  to  say  that  Rutgers  Univ. 's  College  of  Agri. 
will  provide  a  tape  recording  service  for  delegates  to  the  Entomological  Society  of 
America  meeting  Nov.  27-Dec.  1  in  Atlantic  City.    Max  will  man  the  mike  for  any  and 
all  who  wish  to  record. ..and  among  1,000  delegates,  there  should  be  enough  to  keep 
the  wheels  a'  winding  and  a'  winding. 

FEWER  PIGS  IN  THE  POKE 

Pork  production  last  week  was  way  below. . .ko  million  pounds  below, 
in  fact. . .the  year  ago  total,  the  Dep't  has  announced.    The  decrease  off- 
set moderate  increases  in  output  of  ether  classes  of  meat  to  drop  pro- 
duction to  klk  million  lbs,  which  is  6  percent  less  than  the  output  for 
the  week  in  1959*    Beef  production  was  a  little  below  the  preceding  week, 
but  at  365,000  head  was  6  percent  above  the  total  for  the  corresponding 
week  a  year  ago.     Veal  and  lamb  slaughter  continued  at  levels  well  above 
last  year '  s. 
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REF LECTIONS,  SANS  MIRROR 

We've  fallen  behind  in  chronicling  the  arrivals  of  "new"  pix  for  our  office 
hall  of  fame  but  thanks,  anyway.    The  one  that  gives  us  a  jolt  now  and  then  when 
our  thoughts  are  on  calmer  things  shows  a  diamond-back  rattler  in  the  hands  of  Okla. 
City  zoo  curator  Bob  Jenni  as  Carl  Meyerdirk  (KVOO,  Tulsa)  stands  transfixed 

(charmed,  I'm  sure)  then  there's  the  late  one  of  Chuck  Muller  (KOA;  Denver) 

sartorially  resplendent  in  bow  tie  for  a  show  barn  interview. . . . and  Clyde  Keathley 
(WKFD,  Worthington,  Ohio)  with  Minnie  Pearl  of  Grand  Ole  Opry  fame.    Mary  Lou 
Pfeiffer,  who  left  WRFD  last  year  for  educational  work,  is  there,  too.... When  Wayne 
Liles  (KWTV,  Okla.  City)  welcomed  Jack  Tompkins  back  from  his  3-year  sojourn  in 
Texarkana,  they  posed  for  the  birdie.    Jack  cuts  his  hair  shorter  than  when  they 

posed  together  before  After  two  tries,  Russell  Pierson  (WKY,  Okla.  City)  orbited 

a  photo  of  himself  and  ass't  Nelson  Robinson  beside  their  fancy  new  lvstk  auction 

market  video  board  and  landed  it  on  target  here.     It's  quite  something  Another 

happy  scene  was  recorded  near  Cincinnati  when  George  Logan  (once  called  Loesing)  and 
his  chief,  Bob  Miller,  WLW  farm  dir.,  posed  in  front  of  an  Everybody's  Farm  bill- 
board sign  with  farm  mgr.  Jack  Conner.    From  all  the  smiles  it  would  seem  the  price 
of  eggs  had  gone  up. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail  the  Dec.  Consumer  TV  Package, 
which  will  include  a  2:50  film  about  food  marketing  costs,  "Cost  of 
Convenience";  a  one  pix  story  on  "Plentiful  Foods  For  December",  and 
a  three  pix  feature,  "Fresh  Cranberries  for  Christmas".    Plus  Vi deo 
News  Bulletins  on  "Consumer  Outlook",  "Farmer  Outlook",  and  "The  39"th 
Annual  k-E  Club  Congress." 

COAST -TO- COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (13^  min.  on  tape  from  here)--Report  from  the  Nat'l  h-E  Congress. 
The  American  Farmer- -A  visit  with  4-Hers  at  the  Congress  in  Chicago.    ABC  radio 

network;  11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Today  On  The  Farm- -NBC -TV's  coast-to-coast  farm  program,  7-7:30  a.m.  on  Sat. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service--NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor  features:    Dec.  3-4- -Ed 

Karpoff  with  Layne  Beaty,  "Poultry  Outlook";  Jack  Kreck  (WDAF,  Kansas  City), 
"Report  from  k-E  Congress,  Int'l  Lvstk  Exp.  et  al  at  Chicago";  Jack  Crowner 
(WAVE,  Louisville),  "Opening  of  Burley  Tobacco  Market",  plus  two  from  here. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 

To  meet  your  programming  needs... send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your  dubs  of: 

7A110--A  Bulletin  Offer-- "Food  And  Your  Weight" ...  Jack  Towers  and  Edith 

Swing  describe  new  bulletin  and  offer  it  free  on  request.    TIME:  2:12 
8A110- -Constant  Progress  Against  Brucellosis. ♦ .Howard  Hass  of  ARS,  Info. 

talks  with  Dr.  Carroll  Mingle,  dir.  of  nat'l  brucellosis  campaign 

for  USDA,  on  status  and  aims  of  the  campaign.    TIME:  4:30 
9A110--Making  Cotton  Handling  Easier. . .Pete  Keay  (KAY)  of  AMS  Info,  gets 

facts  on  new  methods  which  reduce  cotton  marketing  costs  from  an 

AMS  industrial  engineer,  Charles  Bolt.    TIME:  3:24 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures 


RFO 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


November  25,  i960 
Letter  No.  952 


We'll  have  visited  with  many  of  you  at  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio 
Farm  Directors  meeting  in  Chicago  ere  you  read  this... hut  even  there ...  there  won't 
he  time  to  tell... or  to  hear  all.     So,  if  we've  missed  you  in  the  Windy  City,  where 
things  will  he  more  than  rushed,  drop  us  a  note  to  let  us  and  other  hdcstrs  in  on 
news  of  some  moment  in  which  you  and  your  station  are  involved  in  improving  radio 
and  tv  service  to  your  rural  and  city  listeners.    Pardon  us,  however,  if  (as  you'll 
note  on  page  2)  we  seem  a  bit  wary  in  regard  to  future  "firsts"  

MORE  AND  BETTER  STEAKS  IN  YOUR  FUTURE 

Which  direction  will  beef  cattle  development  go  during  the  next  sev- 
eral years?     "A  logical  next  step"  according  to  a  special  report  just  re- 
leased by  Agri.  Research  Serv. ,  should  be  toward  organized  testing  on 
heritability  of  carcass  traits .. .with  more  lean  and  even  tenderer  meat 
as  goals.    Researchers  will  help  by  perfecting  ways  to  measure  carcass 
traits  in  live  animals.    The  report  cites  performance  testing  and  breed- 
ing programs  now  gaining  momentum  as  proven  ways  of  meeting  needs  for 
producing  better  beef  at  less  cost. . .estimates  that  when  performance 
testing  is  used  in  combination  with  other  desirable  traits  in  selecting 
breeding  stock. .. cattlemen  can  expect  these  improvements  in  10  years: 
animals  that  are  5  percent  heavier  than  the  average  at  weaning  time,  and 
then  go  on  to  fatten  on  6  to  8  percent  less  feed. 


CALL  FOR  NEW  ALFALFA  VARIETIES 


The  Dep't's  Forage,  Feed,  and  Seed  Research  and  Market  Advisory  Committee  in 
its  annual  meeting  here  devoted  considerable  time  to  the  problem  the  alfalfa  weevil 
poses  in  alfalfa  growing  areas.     Best  bet  now,  and  badly  needed  for  control  of  this 
destructive  pest,  the  committeemen  said,  are  varieties  of  alfalfa  resistant  to  its 

attacks.    Also  needed  in  the  future  of  forage,  feed,  and  seed  basic  research.... 

with  emphasis  on  studies  of  forage  components  that  affect  animal  growth. 


FLUE- CURED  TOBACCO  QUOTA  SET 


A  nat'l  marketing  quota  of  1,122  million  pounds  for  the  1961  crop 
of  flue-cured  tobacco  has  just  been  announced  here  at  the  Dep't.  The 
quota,  converted  to  acres,  results  in  715>8l7  acres  available  for  allot- 
ment, a  small... 707  acre. .. increase  over  this  year's  acreage  allotment. 
The  level  of  price  support  will  be  based  on  the  55*5  cents  per  pound 
support  price  of  1959 >  adjusted  to  production  cost  changes. 
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CORN,  CORN,  CORN  

World  corn  production  will  probably  be  above  8  billion  bushels  this  year,  an 
all-time  high,  the  Dep't  has  just  announced.    Both  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union 
have  record  crops.    This  country,  with  a  record  k.k  billion  bu.  harvest  practically 
assured,  now  has  unprecedented  corn  supplies --there  were  6.2  billion  bu. 's  in  the 
bins  on  Oct.  l--and  even  if  exports  remain  at  the  past  season's  high  level  carryover 
stocks  will  be  very  large.    The  big  supply  of  feed  grains  here  is  having  its  effect 
on  feedstuff  markets ...  corn  prices  have  dropped  to  the  lowest  point  since  19^2,  last 
week  proved  a  weakening  factor  for  all  feedstuff  prices. 

BUSY  TIME- OF- IT  FOR  OUR  PEST  DETECTIVES 

The  Dep't' s  Plant  Quarantine  Division's  annual  report  shows  the 
danger  of  new  foreign  pests  is  increasing.     Inspectors  stopped  more  than 
30,000  lots  of  plant  pests  during  fiscal  year  1960...an  average  of  one 
every  17  minutes .. .about  5,000  more  than  last  year.     The  insects,  plant 
diseases,  snails,  nematodes,  and  mites  intercepted  included  many  of  the 
world's  most  destructive  pests ....  Increased  use  of  large  jet  planes  and 
the  opening  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  are  events  that  have  complicated 
the  pest  detectives'  future  prospects.    But  the  Division's  500  inspectors 
are  said  to  be  getting  more  help  from  other  official  agencies  and  the 
public . 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

The  Council  of  the  Food  and  Agri.  Organization  of  the  U.N.  believes  world  agri. 
production  increased  by  about  2  percent  last  year,  slightly  more  than  the  population 
growth  rate.    But  the  Council  is  concerned  that  progress  in  per  capita  supplies  of 
foodstuffs  has  been  slow  the  past  10  years,  and  world  trade  in  agri.  products  isn't 

yet  meeting  needs  Our  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.  reports  that  our  reconstituted  milk... 

having  been  sampled  by  visitors  to  the  recent  Food  Fairs  in  England  and  West  Germany 

 won  enough  "taste  test"  approval  to  prompt  numerous  inquiries  from  wholesalers 

and  grocers  interested  in  handling  this  product  in  the  two  countries .    The  Food  Fairs 
gave  many  persons  their  first  taste  of  our  new  instant  nonfat  dry  milk  and  overcame 
some  skepticism.    The  ease  of  preparation  and  the  good  taste  of  instant  milk  should 
now  result  in  a  substantial  foreign  market  for  our  dairy  industry,  according  to 
observations  of  USDA's  marketing  specialist. 

WHO'S  ON  "FIRST"? 

No  matter  how  much  we  get  around. . .how  many  facts  we  nose  out... 
well, just  last  week,  we  told  how  the  Pierson-Robinson  team  at  WKY, 
Okla.  City,  had  developed  the  "first"  daily  statewide  auction  market 
reports.     Rex  Messersmith  (WNAX,  Yankton-Sioux  City)  now  hastens  to 
report  WNAX  began  such  a  service  for  S.  Dak.  nine  years  ago  (1  p.m. 
Mon-Sat),  began  a  similar  report  (6:15  p.m.  Mon-Fri)  18  months  ago 
for  nine  auction  markets  in  Neb.,  and  just  last  week  started  an  Iowa- 
Minn,  report  which  includes  five  auctions  (Mon-Wed-Fri  at  7:55  a.m.) 

 total  livestock  auctions  reported:    27  year-round,  from  both 

pre-and  post-sale  reports,  plus  11  on  a  spot  basis  during  about  nine 
months  of  the  year.     And,  furthermore,  Rex  has  reported  on  the  service 
twice  at  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Lvstk  Market  Owners  Conventions,  a  fact  he 
feels  has  turned  many  auction  owners  to  their  radio  stations  to  get 

reports  out  accurately  and  fast  Now,  if  you've  been  holding  back, 

let  us  know. 
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MARKETING  COSTS  AND  MARGINS  FOR  LIVESTOCK 

Who  got  what?    More  news  on  the  breakdown  of  grocery  costs  has  just  been  assem- 
bled here  at  the  Dep't  in  a  report  on  "Marketing  Costs  and  Margins  for  Livestock  and 
Meats".     It  shows  that  since  1919 »  the  farmer's  share  of  the  consumer's  dollar  for 
choice  grade  beef  has  varied  from  39  cents  to  79  cents.     Last  year  it  was  62  cents. 
His  share  for  pork  has  ranged  from  36  to  75  cents,  and  for  1959  was  kQ  cents.  For 
choice  grade  lamb  it  varied  from  kl  to  7^  cents  and  last  year  was  53  cents.  The 
farm-to-retail  margin  has  increased  a  good  deal  since  19^9 ••• about  57  percent  for 
choice  grade  beef...^l  percent  for  pork... and  U5  percent  for  choice  grade  lamb. 
This  marketing  study  shows  more  than  this,  however,  as  it  deals  with... a  trend  to- 
ward decentralization,  with  many  retailers  taking  over  the  role  of  meat  packer.  Also- 
it  goes  into  some  details  on  the  smoothing  out  of  seasonal  changes  in  prices  of  meat 
animals,  which  has  resulted  from  the  growing  practice  of  feeding  in  feedlots,  rather 

than  marketing  cattle  and  lambs  off  grass,  and  from  earlier  farrowing  of  pigs  

If  you  want  to  look  more  deeply  into  this,  we  can  provide  a  copy  of  the  report. 

CANNED  BEEF  BUYING  ENDS 

With  the  purchase  this  week  of  6  million  pounds  of  canned  beef  and 
gravy  for  distribution  in  the  Nat'l  School  Lunch  Program,  the  Dep't 
announced  completion  of  this  purchase  program.    Begun  Oct.  13,  the  pur- 
chases have  totaled  over  33  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $2.9  million. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

It  may  be  the  milennium.    After  generations  of  arch-rivalry  between  Fort  Worth 
and  Dallas  and  (on  the  surface,  at  least)  between  farm  broadcasters  in  the  two  cit- 
ies, the  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram  recently  has  been  carrying  display  ads  plugging 
Murray  Cox,  farm  director  of  WFAA,  Dallas,  with  picture  yet.    We  can't  check  Calvin 
Pigg  (WBAP,  Fort  Worth)  on  this  as  he's  in  Australia  now  with  Sec 'y  Benson,  but  it 

couldn't  have  happened  when  Doc  Ruhmann  or  his  predecessor  were  at  WBAP  Barney 

Arnold  (WHAS,  Louisville)  and  his  cohorts  of  radio  and  TV,  along  with  the  lads  at 
the  Courier- Journal  and  Louisville  Times  are  up  to  here... as  we  imagine  it... about 
now  in  entries  for  their  17th  Annual  Soil  Conservation  Essay  Contest.    Over  35*500 
school  childrem  penned  essays  for  the  event  last  year.    A  lot  of  prizes,  and  expense- 
paid  trips  to  the  annual  Farm  Awards  Luncheon  in  Louisville  are  at  stake.  Essay- 
topic  this  year:  "How  Fish  and  Wildlife  Conservation  Benefits  My  Community".  Barney 

and  his  friends  are  bears  for  farm  award  contests,  sponsor  five  per  annum  

Speaking  of  getting  oneself  in  line  for  work,  Max  Kirkland  (he  of  N.J. 's  Ext  Serv. 
info.)  pens  a  note  from  New  Brunswick  to  say  that  Rutgers  Univ. 's  College  of  Agri. 
will  provide  a  tape  recording  service  for  delegates  to  the  Entomological  Society  of 
America  meeting  Nov.  27-Dec.  1  in  Atlantic  City.    Max  will  man  the  mike  for  any  and 
all  who  wish  to  record. ..and  among  1,000  delegates,  there  should  be  enough  to  keep 
the  wheels  a'  winding  and  a'  winding. 

FEWER  PIGS  IN  THE  POKE 

Pork  production  last  week  was  way  below. ..^0  million  pounds  below, 
in  fact... the  year  ago  total,  the  Dep't  has  announced.    The  decrease  off- 
set moderate  increases  in  output  of  other  classes  of  meat  to  drop  pro- 
duction to  klk  million  lbs,  which  is  6  percent  less  than  the  output  for 
the  week  in  1959*    Beef  production  was  a  little  below  the  preceding  week, 
but  at  365*000  head  was  6  percent  above  the  total  for  the  corresponding 
week  a  year  ago.    Veal  and  lamb  slaughter  continued  at  levels  well  above 
last  year '  s. 
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REF LECTIONS,  SANS  MIRROR 

We've  fallen  behind  in  chronicling  the  arrivals  of  "new"  pix  for  our  office 
hall  of  fame  but  thanks,  anyway.    The  one  that  gives  us  a  jolt  now  and  then  when 
our  thoughts  are  on  calmer  things  shows  a  diamond-back  rattler  in  the  hands  of  Okla. 
City  zoo  curator  Bob  Jenni  as  Carl  Meyer dirk  (KVOO;  Tulsa)  stands  transfixed 

(charmed,  I'm  sure)  then  there's  the  late  one  of  Chuck  Muller  (KOA,  Denver) 

sartorially  resplendent  in  bow  tie  for  a  show  barn  interview. . . . and  Clyde  Keathley 
(WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio)  with  Minnie  Pearl  of  Grand  Ole  Opry  fame.    Mary  Lou 
Pfeiffer,  who  left  WRFD  last  year  for  educational  work,  is  there,  too. .. .When  Wayne 
Liles  (KWTV,  Okla.  City)  welcomed  Jack  Tompkins  back  from  his  3-year  sojourn  in 
Texarkana,  they  posed  for  the  birdie.    Jack  cuts  his  hair  shorter  than  when  they 
posed  together  before. .. -After  two  tries,  Russell  Pierson  (WKY,  Okla.  City)  orbited 
a  photo  of  himself  and  ass't  Nelson  Robinson  beside  their  fancy  new  lvstk  auction 

market  video  board  and  landed  it  on  target  here.     It's  quite  something  Another 

happy  scene  was  recorded  near  Cincinnati  when  George  Logan  (once  called  Loesing)  and 
his  chief,  Bob  Miller,  WLW  farm  dir.,  posed  in  front  of  an  Everybody's  Farm  bill- 
board sign  with  farm  mgr.  Jack  Conner.    From  all  the  smiles  it  would  seem  the  price 
of  eggs  had  gone  up. 

CBANNEL  CHATTER 

Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail  the  Dec.  Consumer  TV  Package, 
which  will  include  a  2:50  film  about  food  marketing  costs,  "Cost  of 
Convenience";  a  one  pix  story  on  "Plentiful  Foods  For  December",  and 
a  three  pix  feature,  "Fresh  Cranberries  for  Christmas".    Plus  Video 
News  Bulletins  on  "Consumer  Outlook",  "Farmer  Outlook",  and  "The  39th 
Annual  k-E  Club  Congress." 

COAST-TO-COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (13?  min.  on  tape  from  here)--Report  from  the  Nat'l  k-E  Congress. 
The  American  Farmer — A  visit  with  U-Hers  at  the  Congress  in  Chicago.    ABC  radio 

network;  11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Today  On  The  Farm- -NBC -TV ' s  coast-to-coast  farm  program,  7-7:30  a-m.  on  Sat. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service--NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor  features:    Dec.  3-^ — Ed 

Karpoff  with  Layne  Beaty,  "Poultry  Outlook";  Jack  Kreck  (WDAF,  Kansas  City), 
"Report  from  k-E  Congress,  Int'l  Lvstk  Exp.  et  al  at  Chicago";  Jack  Crowner 
(WAVE,  Louisville),  "Opening  of  Burley  Tobacco  Market",  plus  two  from  here. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 

To  meet  your  programming  needs... send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your  dubs  of: 

7A110--A  Bulletin  Offer-- "Food  And  Your  Weight". . .Jack  Towers  and  Edith 

Swing  describe  new  bulletin  and  offer  it  free  on  request.    TIME:  2:12 

8A110-- Constant  Progress  Against  Brucellosis. . .Howard  Hass  of  ARS,  Info, 
talks  with  Dr.  Carroll  Mingle,  Sir.  of  nat'l  brucellosis  campaign 
for  USDA,  on  status  and  aims  of  the  campaign.    TIME:  h:^0 

9A110--Making  Cotton  Handling  Easier. . .Pete  Keay  (KAY)  of  AMS  Info,  gets 
facts  on  new  methods  which  reduce  cotton  marketing  costs  from  an 
AMS  industrial  engineer,  Charles  Bolt.    TIME:  3:2k 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures 


